482              THE  COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA  GANDHI

its own. Christians and Jews in India are not foreigners, nor are
Parsis. We must go out of our way to be friendly to them and to
serve and help them, above all to protect them from harm from
ourselves. The workers must similarly make friends with co-
operators. They must not speak ill of them whether they are
English or Indian. We must believe in the truth of our cause and
in our capacity for self-suffering. We have at any rate for the time
being announced to the world in the name of God, that we do
not propose to harm any Englishman no matter what he does to
us. We shall be guilty before God and man if under the cover
of our pledge we injure a single English or Indian co-operator.

THE MEANING OF PEACE

Friends have misunderstood the meaning of the peace that I
have referred to in my second appeal. The peace I want has to
be made by non-co-operators. It does not mean surrender of
principle or policy so as to find a common platform for work.
That in my opinion is an impossible task, for the methods of the
various groups are so radically different. When one party finds
it for the good of the country to enter the councils and another
to abstain, there is no meeting ground. But because we differ from
one another, we need not behave indecently towards one another,
nor need we break one another's heads. The creed of non-vio-
lence, while it persists, requires us not to retaliate. I am con-
vinced, that if we can produce an atmosphere of toleration, we
can extend our scope limitlessly. Today we are caged by our
own doubts and suspicions. We are not sure that the thousands
who flock to our meetings will observe non-violence. If we were
not so popular, we should make much greater progress than we
have made hitherto. And for this goodwill on our part towards
our opponents is an absolute necessity. Let us not talk of the errors
and omissions of the Government or its supporters. Let us dispas-
sionately devote our energy, our speeches, writings and action to
the working out of our own programme. Let us attain control over
the rowdiest element, and we can establish swaraj immediately.

MORE ABOUT MEDICAL STUDENTS

I am able this week to publish the correspondence referring
to the Vizagapatam medical students. It is long but both interest-
ing and instructive. It shows the mentality of the medical autho-
rities and also of the Government. The final orders dismissing the
students were passed under advice or with the cognizance of the
Government of Madras. The reader will note that the dress regu-